THE   SUN   AND  THE   SERPENT

to much discussion/ belonged Raj pal, Anandpal,
Trilochanpal and other less known chiefs before
them, who so long and so stubbornly resisted the
Mohammedan invaders.

Kabulistan must have passed through many
vicissitudes during the troublous times which
followed the overthrow of the great Persian empire
by Alexander. It no doubt fell for a time under
the sway of foreign rulers. The great mass of the
population,, however,, must have remained Hindu.
Probably too the native chiefs retained some
shadow of authority, and asserted themselves when
opportunity arose.

According to Chinese Buddhist records, Guna
Varman, grandson of an ex-king of Kabul, arrived
in China by way of Ceylon and Java in A.D. 424,
and made his way to the capital of the Sung
dynasty.2

From this it would seem that there were Hindu
kings in Kabul more than two centuries before
Hiouen Tsiang's arrival, in about A.D. 631, when he
found a Kshatriya king upon the throne.

Kabul was the coronation city of the Pala
dynasty, and no king was considered to be pro-
perly inaugurated until he had been installed
there.3

1 Alberuni, Sachau, ii. 13.

2 M. Anesaki, J.R.A.S., April, 1903, p. 369.

3 Albiruni, Sachau, App. ii. 394 ; Ibn Haukal, Ouseley, 226.
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